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Journey to the West Fj#ic

The Monkey King in London #MEZXZE4 3

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.

D E TS R)E TSR

What do you get when you combine a 16™ century work of Chinese literature,
a renowned Chinese theatre director and a British rock star?

The result is Monkey: Journey to the West, a show which blends acrobatics,
music, animation and martial arts to tell the story of Sun Wukong and his
travelling companions on their journey of redemption.

Performed in Mandarin to sell-out crowds in London's Theatre Royal last
week, the show is a stage adaptation of the famous Chinese novel Journey
to the West.

"An unclassifiable extravaganza" was how The Guardian described the
show, while another reviewer said it was a performance that "left no genre
untouched and whose scale of ambition could only be marvelled at."

Indeed, for director Chen Shi-zheng, bringing the wildly imaginative Chinese
tale to a 21° century Western audience was a creative challenge that
allowed him and his team to mix together a wide range of influences.

The score was composed by British musician Damon Albarn, lead singer of
Blur and co-creator of the virtual cartoon band Gorillaz. It is played by an
orchestra that uses both Western instruments and the traditional Chinese
pipa, guzheng and zhongruan.

Another aspect which makes this show stand out is the use of animation,
which is projected onto a large screen behind the stage. Director Chen said
"the integration of animation and sound was really a work of genius."

The Monkey King, as Sun Wukong is known in English, as well as Pigsy, Sandy
and a host of other characters and monsters are brought to life by 40
acrobats from the Dalian circus troupe.

Even though The Monkey King is less well-known outside North-East Asia,
many British people fondly remember a cult 1970s TV series called Monkey.

And this isn't the last British people will be seeing of The Monkey King this
summer. The team behind the stage show have produced an animated title
seqguence for the BBC's Olympic coverage which shows Monkey and his
friends battling monsters on their way to Beijing's Olympic Stadium.
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Glossary HICE

renowned — H4 ¥

acrobatics — Z¥$%

animation — 3hH

redemption — &, IR

sell-out crowds — () MAK—TT
=

stage adaptation — K4 RES B

unclassifiable extravaganza —

RER 2RI R R IRIP ) SRR

left no genre untouched — E#E T
HERBIFEN

marvelled — U3 &

wildly imaginative — . EH £ K

creative challenge — £ R A1tk
A% T

score — (F5RED AR

co-creator — &1kAIE A

virtual — EHIK

integration — &%

a work of genius — KA #IE

brought to life — #i& RiEKEDR

cult — () 2

title sequence — ik, R

coverage — B

1. Reading Quiz [F3ENE

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

T RTFEARE? BARE? HEHIERER.

1. Journey to the West was written in the 1500s. True / False

2. There were lots of tickets left unsold for the performances in London. True

/ False

3. The show was in English. True / False

4. The show used only traditional Chinese instruments. True / False

5. Many people in the UK were already familiar with the character of Sun

Wukong. True 7/ False
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2. Spellings #t5

Can you remember the correct spellings of these words? Try not to
look back at the text!

RERREH FFIRAE? RiAF.

1

a) extravagansa b) extravaganza C) extragavanza

2.
a) integration

3.
a) virtule

4.
a) marfeled

5.
a) genius

6.
a) arcobatics

7.
a) amination

8.
a) adpation
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b) intergation

b) virtuel

b) marvelled

b) genuis

b) acrotabics

b) animation

b) adapation

c) integation

c) virtual

c) marfelled

C) jeanius

C) acrobatics

Cc) animmation

c) adaptation



3. Jumbled Sentences ITELEFRIAIT

Rearrange the words in the sentences below to make correct
sentences.

BT AT PR RIAERHS, AR NERKAT.

1. London was performed to crowds in The sell-out show

2. The traditional orchestra such as the instruments used pipa

3. show was also in the Animation used

4. a British Monkey called 1970s TV series watched Many people

5. performed in show the acrobats from 40 Dalian

6. many different Monkey: genres combined Journey to the artistic West

7. West 16™ is a famous Journey to the novel century

8. Wukong and his redemption travel companions on a journey of Sun

4. Wordsearch Hia#g
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Try to find the words associated with Journey to the West in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

AR T KBRSl 5 R REE A .
1048, HARTT AR LUK () BEK (1) BN A (m) B HIR.

qg|ld|n|ja|f|w|le]|]JjJ|lu|o|la]|e
w|le|jlo|la|lw|lr|iw|g]|l|g|m
e/ m|s|c|w|f]|]a]|q gle|p
flplk|luje|n|g|c|Vv | g|b|t

g|t|]o]l ryrgle|njrj|e|n/|i
v | rftjulal|l|d|k|n|y]|o
k|lo|le|r|e|d|e| m]|t i | o|n
a|/nju]|l i |c|a]|t iju | v |
al|c|rjo|bja]t i lc|s|r |t

genius cult virtual redemption renowned
coverage genre stage acrobatics score
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [# %% 2. Spellings #t5
Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Can you remember the correct spellings of these
correct answer. words? Try not to look back at the text!
UTHFBORE? WORM? HEHERER. BBERSH ARG WA .
1. Journey to the West was written in the 1500s. 1. b) extravaganza
True 2. a) integration
3. ¢) virtual
2. There were lots of tickets left unsold for the 4. b) marvelled
performances in London. False 5. a) genius
6. c¢) acrobatics
3. The show was in English. False 7. b) animation
8. ¢) adaptation
4. The show used only traditional Chinese
instruments. False
5. Many people in the UK were already familiar with
the character of Sun Wukong. True
3. Jumbled Sentences ITEFAFHIA]IF 4. Wordsearch HiFi##&®
Rearrange the words in the sentences below to
make correct sentences.
B TR FP R RRES S, AR NMERKDF. ¢
r|r s|clo|r]|e s
1. The show was performed to sell-out crowds in
London. € v t
d|[n e a
2. The orchestra used traditional instruments such
as the pipa. € [¢) r g
. . . m c|lw a e
3. Animation was also used in the show.
p u n|lg [¢]
4. Many British people watched a 1970s TV series ¢ |
called Monkey. gren;rie
Vi r{tjulall]d n
5. 40 acrobats from Dalian performed in the show.
o i
6. Monkey: Journey to the West combined many n u
different artistic genres.
alc|rjo|bla|t]i|c]|s

7. Journey to the West is a famous 16" century
novel.

8. Sun Wukong and his companions travel on a
journey of redemption.
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